
MACLEAY RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Presidents Report 

Starting from our June meeting, i decided to 
combine the former President and Museum reports 
into a single report and will continue with this 
format in our Newsletters. 

We gratefully acknowledge the completion of the 
new turning lane which will allow southbound 
volunteers and visitors to safely turn into the South 
Kempsey Park from the busy Macleay Valley 
Way. This has been several years coming and 
we previously had one serious motor accident in 
which a volunteer's car was written off, and many 
near-misses in the meantime. 

Due to COVID-19, we closed our doors temporarily 
on 24 March and reopened on 1 June as planned. 
The May Journal, written by Dianne Nolan, was 
on 1770-2020 -Captain Cook and Smoaky Cape 
was prepared during the lockdown period and 
special thanks to Dianne and Gary Marshall for the 
Journal, Gary was also moving house at the time. 

Our August Journal is on the noted Upper Macleay 
Brock family and was written by Dr Noeline Kyle. 

Garry is again organising our Calendar for 2021 
and this time our theme will be bridges of the 
Macleay. 

We have been using the services of a traditional 
bookbinder, Barry Weaver, and have restored 
some dilapidated volumes in our collection to 
their former glory. Barry is able to take on more 
work and books requiring repair can be left at our 
Museum. 

We welcome new volunteers, Elaine (cleaning), 
Rhonda (research records) and Debra (research, 
desk). We do have vacancies on some days in 
various sections of our operations. 

Donations included old newspapers found under 
a linoleum floor, a panel prepared from grains 
including corn which won a show prize for the 
Dondingalong-Sherwood Rural Youth Club, a Geo-
Map duplicating kit of a map of Australia, a large 
collection of historic Parish maps and subdivision 
plans from Kempsey Shire Council, textbooks on 
tatting, a sweet set from the Mouatt family and a 
handkerchief sachet sent from the Middle East to 
his mother by Gordon Nixon during World War 2, 

Every year around April/May, I used to be 
reminded by Billie Crawford to approach the 
Macleay Argus to fund microfilmed copies of that 
newspaper. I had slipped up on a year or two and 
realised that with the current restructuring of the 
regional newspapers this funding would no longer 
be possible. One of our patrons has generously 
come to the rescue and will pay for the 2016, 2017 
and 2018 reels which will bring us almost up to 
date. We are looking for a sponsor for about $300 
per year for future editions. 

The Visitor Information Centre is open once more 
and we are staffing it on weekends until September 
when Kempsey Shire Council will come to a 
decision on the future of the Visitor Centres at 
South Kempsey and South West Rocks. 

Phil Lee 
President 


